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Our Goals

Ensure honest and transpar-
ent government.

Restore and protect our envi-
ronment.

Support strong economic
growth and opportunity.

Strengthen voter access and
turnout.

Promote affordable education
and health care for all.

Contact Us
Chair: Deb Parker
Vice Chair: Alex Kirsch
Secretary: Chuck Stockwell
Treasurer: Lisa Bertsch
(989) 262-9883

tuscolademocrats@gmail.com

Tuscola County Democratic Party

P.O. Box 605
Caro, M| 48723

Follow Us

https://www.tuscoladems.com

http://facebook.com/tuscoladems

Notice of Our October Meeting

The regular monthly meeting of the Tuscola County Dem-
ocratic Party will be held on Thursday, October 16t at

the Brentwood, 178 Park Drive, Caro, MI. Social hour will
begin at 5:30 p.m. and the meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.

We hope you will attend.

Highlights of Our September Meeting

Vice Chair Al Kirsch called the meeting to order at 6:30
p.m. on September 18", at the Brentwood. Sixteen mem-
bers and four guests were in attendance. Alex Krisch
gave us a rundown of current events. Mark Putnam told
us about the upcoming “Sidewalks on the Edge” project
scheduled for September 27t and asked for volunteers.
Sharon Schwab told us about two upcoming events — the
Pumpkin Festival parade scheduled for October 61" and
the No Kings protest in front of the courthouse scheduled
for October 18t". Sherene McCloy told us about the up-
coming Fall Fundraiser scheduled for November 5. Jen-
nifer Austin and Sarah Schultz of the Beyond Resistance
Podcast told us about the accomplishments of the Demo-
cratic Party in Midland County. April Osentoski told us
about the Invest in Ml Kids ballot proposal and asked for
signatures. Lynn Adams told us about the SOS Day of Ac-
tion in Imlay City. The meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m.

Tuscola Dems Welcome Your Donations

To donate, simply aim the camera
on your smart phone at the QR im-
age shown here, and it will take
you directly to ActBlue, where you
can donate whatever amount you
wish.

'ﬂ Thank you!



https://www.tuscoladems.com/
http://facebook.com/tuscoladems

Sidewalk Cleanup

On Saturday, September 27, Tuscola Democrats
took part in a community project, “Sidewalks on the
Edge.” The weather was perfect, and we dug out
grass growing onto the sidewalk along several
blocks of East Frank Street in Caro.

“We’re doing this with the blessing of city officials,”
said Mark Putnam, organizer of the project. “It's
hard work, but we think it's important for private
citizens to step up and do whatever we can to help
take care of Caro’s public spaces.”

On Sunday, October 5", Tuscola Democrats
marched once again in the Pumpkin Festival pa-
rade alongside our float decorated with signs,
pumpkins, chrysanthemums, and straw bales.

“It was a long march in the hot sun, but everyone
made it to the end,” said Sharon Schwab, organizer
of the event. “We got lots of thumbs up from the
crowd, and the kids really liked the pencils and
wristbands we handed out along the parade route.”

On Saturday, October 18", Tuscola Democrats will
be marching from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the sidewalk
in front of the Tuscola County Courthouse.

We'll be joining millions of Americans across the
nation for a second “No Kings” day of protest
against Trump’s assault on our democracy.

See you there!
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Join Us for a Soup § SolackBwuft
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Tuscola County Democratic Pa
2026 Scholarship Fund
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Lawsuits Against Trump

In the first eight months of his second term, Trump’s executive orders have triggered more
than 350 lawsuits filed by victims and their advocates — state attorneys, media organizations,
physicians, nonprofits, migrants, international students, law firms, and unions. Federal judges
have blocked most of Trump’s moves, at least temporarily, but allowed others to go forward.

Here's where some of the major lawsuits stand right now:

Immigration - An avalanche of lawsuits has been filed challenging Trump’s immigration poli-
cies — his efforts to allow immigration agents to enter houses of worship, speed up and
broaden the scope of deportations, withhold federal funds from so-called sanctuary cities, and
make it harder for refugees to claim asylum in America.

One of the most closely watched cases is that of a Maryland man, Kilmar Abrego Garcia, who
in March was accused by Trump of having ties to the MS-13 gang and deported to a prison in
El Salvador without a hearing despite a court order that expressly barred him from being sent
to that country. After weeks of complaining that they were powerless to bring Kilmer back to
US soil, Trump’s flunkeys did exactly that, but then they detained him a second time, saying
they plan to deport him to Uganda. He remains in US custody, but federal judges have blocked
his deportation while his case proceeds in court.

On March 8, Mahmoud Khalil, a permanent resident of the US and graduate of Columbia Uni-
versity, was arrested and held in a Louisiana prison for more than three months by Trump’s
flunkeys for allegedly spreading antisemitism. He was released on bail in late June, and now
his case is wending its way through two courts — an immigration court in Louisiana and a fed-
eral court in New Jersey.

On May 22, Trump tried to keep Harvard University from enrolling foreign students. The univer-
sity immediately sued, and in June, a federal judge temporarily blocked Trump’s effort while
the case proceeds in court. Trump has appealed that decision.

Trump is dismantling the Temporary Protected Status (TPS) program that provides safe haven
in America for people from countries declared unsafe because of war, political turmoil, or natu-
ral disaster. Until Trump took over, America provided TPS protection for over a million people
from seventeen countries. Once Trump terminates TPS protection for people from a given
country, his flunkeys can send them back to where they came from. He has terminated TPS
protection for more than 11,000 people from Afghanistan; he has terminated TPS protection for
more than 5,000 people from Cameroon; he has terminated TPS protection for more than
72,000 people from Honduras; he has terminated TPS protection for more than 12,000 people
from Nepal; he has terminated TPS protection for more than 4,000 people from Nicaragua; and
he has announced that TPS protection for more than 6,000 Syrians will be terminated on No-
vember 21. Federal judges have allowed these terminations to stand. However, when he at-
tempted to terminate TPS protection for more than 350,000 Haitians, a federal district court
judge blocked the move at least until February of next year. When he announced termination
of TPS protection for nearly 350,000 Venezuelans, a federal district court judge blocked that
move as well, but the Supreme Court recently reversed his ruling without explanation.
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Birthright citizenship - On his first day in office, Trump issued an executive order denying
birthright citizenship — the right of any child born on American soil to US citizenship, even if
that child is born of parents who are not US citizens. Within days, legal challenges were filed,
and several district court judges blocked that order. Trump then asked the Supreme Court to
narrow the injunctions to only children specifically named in the lawsuits, and the Court
granted his request. Immediately, the ACLU filed a class action lawsuit asking the Court to pro-
ceed with the case on behalf of all children in the US. On July 10, the Court provisionally
granted the ALCU’s request, blocking Trump’s order from taking effect anywhere in the country
while the case moves through the courts.

Alien Enemies Act - In March, Trump invoked the Alien Enemies Act, an eighteenth-century
wartime law that he claimed allows his flunkeys to round up and deport immigrants accused of
gang membership. A federal appeals court blocked Trump from using the Act for that purpose,
saying that the alleged gang members are not part of an “invasion” of the United States by a
foreign power, as required by the Act. The case is now headed to the Supreme Court.

DOGE - In the first few months of Trump’s second term, Elon Musk’s Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency made a series of sweeping cuts across the government, including gutting gov-
ernment agencies like the US Institute of Peace and firing most of its employees. A federal
judge ordered the reinstatement of those employees, but an appeals court stayed the order,
yielding control of the Institute back to Trump while the case proceeds.

Firings - Trump has fired thousands of government officials. In March, he fired Rebecca
Slaughter, a Federal Trade commissioner. A federal court ruled that his firing of Slaughter was
illegal, but in September the Supreme Court temporarily upheld her firing while the case pro-
ceeds. In May, he fired three Democratic members of the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion. A federal judge reinstated the commission members, but in July the Supreme Court ruled
that he could proceed with the firing. In August, he announced plans to fire Lisa Cook from the
Federal Reserve’s Board of Governors, claiming that she had engaged in mortgage fraud,
even though she has not been charged with any crime. The Supreme Court has rejected
Trump’s request to fire the Governor, at least until it hears her case in January.

Climate and environment - Trump revoked several of Biden’s environmental policies, includ-
ing prohibitions against drilling in certain areas along the Atlantic and Pacific coasts, in the
eastern Gulf of Mexico, and in the Arctic. He also issued a memorandum that would halt all
leasing of federal lands and waters for new wind farms and directed federal agencies to stop
issuing permits for all wind farms. Seventeen states and the District of Columbia have sued,
saying Trump’s orders are outside the president’s authority and contrary to existing laws, such
as the Clean Air Act. These cases will eventually end up in the Supreme Court.

Funding cuts - Trump has moved to freeze or cut billions of dollars in federal funding for sci-
entific research, mental health services, art programs, educational programs, the Corporation
for Public Broadcasting, school lunches, disaster preparedness, foreign assistance, and trans-
portation infrastructure. Trump announced that he would require states that receive federal
grants to adhere to his immigration policies. Twenty states sued, and in June, a federal judge
blocked Trump’s move, ruling that the requirement was unconstitutional. Columbia University,
the first major school to land in Trump’s crosshairs, ultimately agreed to pay the government
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$200 million and make a series of policy changes to get back $400 million in research grants.
Other schools also reached agreements, while Harvard University remains locked in negotia-
tions over $2 billion in funding. In late July, Trump slashed over $580 million in research grants
from UCLA and demanded that the school pay the government $1 billion and make certain pol-
icy changes in exchange for return of the research money. A federal judge has ordered Trump
to restore the research funds to UCLA, at least temporarily.

Trans rights - Trump has moved to prohibit recognition of transgender people according to
their gender identity. He issued an order to place transgender women who are federal prison-
ers in men’s housing, and vice versa. In response, lawsuits have been filed, and federal judges
have issued injunctions blocking parts of the new policy. He also issued an order to withhold
federal funding from hospitals that offer gender-related treatment to patients younger than 19.
Along with their parents and advocacy groups, six transgender people under the age of 19
sued Trump over that order, and a federal judge temporarily blocked it. Trump has appealed.

Access to federal property - Trump has used his power over access to federal property to
single out certain organizations for punishment, prompting legal action. For instance, he barred
The Associated Press from certain press events because it uses the name “Gulf of Mexico” in
its articles, rather than “Gulf of America.” In March, Trump issued an executive order seeking
to strip lawyers working for the law firm Perkins Coie of security clearances and access to gov-
ernment buildings and officials. In May, a federal judge ruled that the order was unconstitu-
tional and blocked Trump from enforcing it. Trump has appealed.

Tariffs - State officials, small businesses, and political groups have sued Trump over his tariff
policy, contending that the president does not have the authority to impose tariffs without con-
gressional approval. A federal appeals court ruled in August that many of Trump’s tariffs are
illegal, affirming a lower court’s decision, but the appellate judges delayed enforcement of their
order until mid-October, allowing the tariffs to remain in place until Trump can appeal the case
to the Supreme Court.

Other lawsuits - Dozens of other lawsuits have been filed against Trump over issues like his
attempt to block New York City’s congestion pricing program, a provision in Trump’s “One Big
Beautiful Bill” that blocks some Planned Parenthood clinics from receiving Medicaid reimburse-
ments, and the removal of books about race and gender from Department of Defense schools.
After Trump deployed National Guard troops in Los Angeles to quell protests, a federal judge
ruled that he had illegally taken control of the state’s troops and ordered them to start taking
orders again from California Governor Gavin Newsom. However, a federal appeals court has
stayed that decision, which means that, for now, California’s National Guard forces will con-
tinue taking orders from Trump.

About this newsletter

This newsletter is published monthly. It is sent by email to members of the Tuscola County
Democratic Party and is posted on our website, https://www.tuscoladems.com. All members
are encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter. Please limit your submissions to 800
words or less and email them by the first of the month to Chuck Stockwell at
cwstockwell@gmail.com.
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Make

Tuscola County
a better place
to live

Paid for with regulated funds

by the Tuscola County Democrafic Party E | e ( : '|' D e m O C rO '|'S

P.O. Box 605, Caro, Ml 48723




