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Our Goals

Ensure honest and transpar-
ent government.

Restore and protect our envi-
ronment.

Support strong economic
growth and opportunity.

Strengthen voter access and
turnout.

Promote affordable education
and health care for all.

Contact Us
Chair: Deb Parker
Vice Chair: Alex Kirsch
Secretary: Chuck Stockwell
Treasurer: Lisa Bertsch
(989) 262-9883

tuscolademocrats@gmail.com

Tuscola County Democratic Party

P.O. Box 605
Caro, M| 48723

Follow Us

https://www.tuscoladems.com

http://facebook.com/tuscoladems

Notice of Our July Meeting

The regular monthly meeting of the Tuscola County Dem-
ocratic Party will be held on Thursday, July 17, 2025. at
the Brentwood, 178 Park Drive, Caro, MI. Social hour will
begin at 5:30 p.m. and the meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.

We hope you will join us.

Highlights of Our June Meeting

Chair Deb Parker called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
on June 19", 2025, at the Brentwood. Twenty-four mem-
bers and two guests were in attendance. Alex Krisch gave
us a rundown of current events. Lynn Adams asked mem-
bers to visit websites seeking public comment on Line 5
proposals. Mona DeQuis announced the MDP Summer of
Action program and asked for volunteers. Deb Parker re-
viewed the No Kings protest and M-81 roadside cleanup
project and asked for volunteers to staff our booth at the
Tuscola County Fair. Mark Putnam told us about the re-
vised by laws recently passed by the Executive Commit-
tee. Chuck Stockwell told us about the work of the Com-
munications Committee. Sharon Schwab told us about the
work of the Events Committee and asked members to
help decorate our float in the upcoming Cass City Free-
dom Festival. Sherene McCloy gave us an update on the
David Sierocki Memorial Scholarship. The meeting was
adjourned at 8 p.m.

Tuscola Dems Welcome Your Donations

To donate, simply aim the camera
on your smart phone at the QR im-
age shown here, and it will take you
directly to ActBlue, where you can
donate whatever amount you wish.

Thank you!


https://www.tuscoladems.com/
http://facebook.com/tuscoladems

No Kings Day Protest in Caro

More than seventy-five citizens marched on the sidewalk in front of the Tuscola County Court-
house on June 14", No Kings Day, in a protest against Trump’s policies. Deb Parker, Chair of
the Tuscola County Democratic Party, organized the protest, and it was a peaceful one, thanks
to local law enforcement officers who kept MAGA hotheads on the other side of the street.

Our march was part of the No Kings Day protests in over 2,100 American cities and towns
from New York and Los Angeles. A total of about five million Americans turned out, which
makes No Kings Day the largest protest America has ever seen.

What really makes the No Kings Day protest feel good is the contrast with Trump’s pathetic
military parade in Washington, which he hoped would celebrate himself since it fell on his birth-
day (although officially it was supposed to celebrate the 250" anniversary of the US Army).
Videos of Trump’s parade showed tanks rumbling down the street in front of half-empty view-
ing stands. The Wall Street Journal said the crowd was “sparse” and “subdued.”

Cass City Freedom Festival

Tuscola Democrats proudly marched in the Grand
Parade of the Cass City Freedom Festival on July
1 5" alongside our float. It was a really hot day, but
we had a great time and made a few friends along
the parade route.

Here we are getting ready to head out.




Good Trouble Protest in Caro

Tuscola Democrats will be marching on the sidewalk
in front of the Tuscola County Courthouse on July
17" from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Our march is part of na-
tionwide Good Trouble Lives On protest in honor of
the late Congressman John Lewis, who led the
Selma to Montgomery marches across the Edmund
Pettus Bridge in 1965 and was beaten up by the
cops. Lewis said, “Speak up, speak out, get in the
way. Get in good trouble, necessary trouble, and
help redeem the soul of America.”

Please come and march with us.

Tuscola Democrats will have a booth at the Tuscola
County Fair again this year. We will be telling folks
about the great things Democrats are doing, and of
course we will be serving our famous Democratic
popcorn.

The Fair runs from Sunday, July 20", to Saturday,
July 26", On each day, we will be staffing our booth
in three shifts — 11 a.m.to 1 p.m., 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.,
and 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. If you are available to work any
of those shifts, please give Sharon Schwab a call at
(989) 710-0391 and she will sign you up.

Impact of Trump’s Cuts to USAID

The Trump administration officially closed the United States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) on July 1, after slashing 83 percent of its programs earlier this year.

On June 30, the medical journal The Lancet published an analysis of the impact of USAID over
the past twenty-one years and consequences of its dismantling. The study found that from
2001 through 2021, programs funded by USAID prevented nearly 92 million deaths in 133
countries, including 30 million deaths in children under five years old, from diseases like
HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis, nutritional deficiencies, diarrheal diseases, lower respiratory
infections, and maternal and perinatal conditions. The study estimates that the cuts the Trump
administration has made to USAID will result in more than 14 million deaths by 2030, including
more than 4 million deaths in children under five years old.

To read the whole article, go to https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-
6736(25)01186-9/fulltext.
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What'’s In Trump’s Big Beautiful Bill?

What Trump calls his “big, beautiful bill” is a budget bill recently passed by the US Congress.
The House of Representatives passed their version on May 22" by a vote of 215 to 214. The
Senate passed their version on July 15t by a vote of 51 to 50 with Vice President Vance casting
the tie-breaking vote. The two chambers reconciled their differences on July 3, and Trump
signed the bill on July 4. Not a single Democrat in either the House or Senate voted for this bill.

The main feature of the bill is an extension of tax cuts in Trump's 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act,
which were set to expire at the end of 2025. This bill makes those tax cuts permanent. There
are also a many other tax changes, including a permanent increase the child tax credit to
$2,200, new tax deductions for tips and overtime pay, an extension of the cap on the state and
local tax (SALT) deduction (which was also set to expire at the end of 2025) with an increase
from $10,000 to $40,000, and a deduction of up to $10,000 in auto loan interest for vehicles
assembled in the US.

The defense portion of the bill allocates an additional $150 billion in defense spending, with
particular emphasis on shipbuilding, supply chain resilience, low-cost weapons production, cy-
bersecurity, nuclear modernization, and supporting quality of life for service members and their
families. It also includes $25 billion for the proposed Golden Dome missile defense system.

The border security portion of the bill allocates $70 billion for border security, including $45 bil-
lion for barriers on the border, $5 billion for improvements to Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) facilities, $4.1 billion to hire additional Border Patrol and CBP officers, $2.7 billion to im-
prove border surveillance, $2 billion for CBP staff, and $1 billion for inspection technology, cre-
ating the capacity to deport up to one million people each year. The bill also includes $45 bil-
lion for 100,000 new immigrant detention beds.

The education portion of the bill increases eligibility requirements for Pell Grants, provides
Workforce Pell Grants for trade school students, ends Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loans for
undergraduate students, and provides a 100 percent tax deduction for contributions made to
organizations that hand out private school vouchers. It also establishes a new excise tax on
investment income from endowments for colleges with more than 3,000 students.

The healthcare portion of the bill includes nearly $1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid by 2034, scaling
back the program that pays for the health care of about 78 million adults and children. It re-
quires, for the first time, able-bodied adults who are under the age of 65 and without children to
work, volunteer, or go to school at least 80 hours a month as a condition of receiving benefits.
It also requires some Medicaid recipients to pay more fees for coverage, adds new verification
requirements, increases the number of times states must check the eligibility of their Medicaid
expansion recipients, prohibits Medicaid from funding nonprofits (such as Planned
Parenthood) that provide abortion care, and limits Medicare eligibility for green card holders
and other immigrants. The bill also lowers the rate at which certain states can tax Medicare
providers, a big blow that will hit beginning in 2028. It will now be up to state governments to
decide how much they can do to keep their citizens insured and fed once they start losing fed-
eral assistance. Among the states that could lose more than 7.5 percent of their federal Medi-
caid funding are Arizona, New Hampshire, Nevada, lowa, Vermont, Oregon, and Michigan.
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The nutritional assistance portion of the bill forces some states to shoulder more of the cost for
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, which provides monthly food assis-
tance payments to about 42 million families. It also requires able-bodied adults under the age
of 65 and without children to work, volunteer, or go to school for at least 80 hours per month to
qualify for benefits.

The environment portion of the bill repeals the $7,500 tax credit for electric cars along with
other rules that encouraged Americans to adopt electric cars and repeals federal subsidies to
wind and solar projects. The bill also adds a tax incentive for coal production.

The bill includes a grab bag of money for space programs, including $10 billion for Mars mis-
sions, $325 million to de-orbit the International Space Station, and $85 million to move the
space shuttle from the National Air and Space Museum in Virginia to Texas.

The bill authorizes a $5 trillion increase in the debt ceiling.

The non-partisan Congressional Budget Office estimates that over the next decade, Trump’s
“big, beautiful bill” will result in a $4 trillion increase in the national debt. It will also cause more
than 12 million Americans to lose their health insurance and more than 2 million Americans to
lose their SNAP benefits.

Republicans think individuals should be able to manage their own money, thus creating
economic growth more efficiently than the government can. They tend to think the govern-
ment should not regulate business and should impose few if any taxes. They think churches
or private philanthropy should provide a basic social safety net and that infrastructure pro-
jects are best left up to private companies. Civil rights protections, they think, are largely
unnecessary.

Democrats think the government should raise money by levying taxes according to peo-
ple’s ability to pay them and that the government should use the money to make sure that
everyone has a minimum standard of living, the protection of the laws, and equal access to
services like education and healthcare. They think the government should be regulating
business; maintaining roads and airports; and making sure the law treats everyone equally.

About the Newsletter

This newsletter is published monthly. It is sent by email to members of the Tuscola County
Democratic Party and is posted on our website, hitps://www.tuscoladems.com. All members
are encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter. Please limit your submissions to 800
words or less and email them by the first of the month to Chuck Stockwell at
cwstockwell@gmail.com.
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