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Notice of Our February Meeting

Our Goals The regular monthly meeting of the Tuscola County Dem-
Ensure honest and transpar- ocratic Party will be held on Thursday, February 19t
ent government. 2026, at the Brentwood, 178 Park Drive, Caro, MI. Social
hour will begin at 5:30 p.m., and the meeting will begin at
Restore and protect our envi- 6:30 p.m.

ronment.

. We hope you will join us.
Support strong economic

growth and opportunity. Highlights of Our January Meeting

Strengthen voter access and
turnout.

Promote affordable education
and health care for all.

Contact Us
Chair: Deb Parker

Vice Chair: Alex Kirsch

Secretary: Chuck Stockwell

Treasurer: Lisa Bertsch Vice Chair Alex Kirsch called the meeting to order at 6:30
p.m. on a wintry January 15" at the Brentwood. Fourteen
(989) 262-9883 members and two guests were in attendance. Our guest

speaker was Ray Pooley, a Democratic candidate for
Congress from Michigan’s 9 district. He told us about his
TEeERe N IVARIS e el =2l AY  background, qualifications, and goals if elected to office.

tuscolademocrats@gmail.com

P.O. Box 605 Vice Chair Alex Kirsch then gave us a rundown of current
Caro, MI 48723 events. Lynn Adams told us about latest developments
regarding Line 5. Mark Putnam told us about the seats in
Follow Us Michigan that are up for election in 2026. Sharon Schwab
told us about the Tuscola Dems events planned for 2026.
https://www tuscoladems.com Sherene McCloy announced that applications have been

sent out for 2026 David Sierocki Memorial Scholarships.

Mona DeQuis urged us to recruit more Democratic candi-

dates for office. The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
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Tuscola Democrats Welcome Your Donations

To donate, simply aim the camera on your smart phone at the QR image
shown here, and it will take you directly to ActBlue, where you can donate
whatever amount you desire.

Thank you!

Garlin Gilchrist Is Running for Secretary of State

On January 12", Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist announced that he is
dropping out of the race for governor of Michigan and entering the race for
secretary of state. He joins an already crowded field — Ingham County Clerk
Barb Byrum, Deputy Secretary of State Aghogho Edevbie, former state senator
Adam Hollier, and former Michigan lottery commissioner Suzanna Shkreli are
also seeking the Democratic nomination for that office.

American Gestapo

Masked and armed federal agents are occupying American cities and

3 towns, terrorizing immigrants and menacing anyone who challenges them.

[ﬁ The Trace, a newsroom that reports on gun violence, has compiled a list of
confrontations since last July where immigration agents have held people

at gunpoint or opened fire on them.

Here’s their list:

July 7, 2025 - Immigration agents in tactical gear pointed their weapons at bystanders while
marching through MacArthur Park in Los Angeles.

July 31, 2025 - An ICE agent fired three shots into a car in Black Forest, Colorado.

August 11, 2025 - ICE agents arrested a teenage boy with speech and hearing disabilities at
gunpoint in Los Angeles after they mistook him for a suspected MS-13 gang member.

August 16, 2025 - Immigration agents opened fire on a car driven by Francisco Longoria after
he drove away during a traffic stop in San Bernardino, California.

September 12, 2025 - An ICE agent shot and killed Silverio Villegas-Gonzalez, a Mexican
national, after being dragged by his car in Chicago.

September 24, 2025 - An ICE agent dropped his gun during an arrest, then picked it up and
pointed it at bystanders in Prince George's County, Maryland.

September 30, 2025 - Hundreds of federal agents rappelled from helicopters into a Chicago
apartment building at 1 a.m. and held half-asleep tenants and their children at gunpoint.



October 4, 2025 - Border Patrol Agent Charles Exum rammed the car driven by Marimar
Martinez, an American citizen, and shot her five times in Chicago.

October 10, 2025 - Immigration agents pulled Dayanne Figueroa, an American citizen, from
her car and held her at gunpoint in Chicago.

October 17, 2025 - A immigration agent fired shots at an unarmed man, Phillip Brown, during
a traffic stop in Washington, DC.

October 20, 2025 - An ICE agent pointed his gun at a pregnant woman, Lesly Guevara, after
she began beeping her horn to alert people to the presence of ICE officers in Berwyn, lllinois.

October 21, 2025 - A deputy US marshal shot and wounded Carlitos Parias, who had been
documenting ICE operations on Tik Tok, in Los Angeles.

October 29, 2025 - An ICE officer shot and wounded Jose Garcia-Sorto, a Honduran national,
as he sped away from a traffic stop in Tempe, Arizona.

October 30, 2025 - ICE agents shot and wounded Carlos Jimenez, an American citizen, as he
was warning them about children gathering at a nearby school bus stop in Ontario, California.

October 31, 2025 - An immigration agent pointed his gun at protesters after their car collided
with a vehicle carrying federal agents in Evanston, lllinois.

November 9, 2025 - An ICE officer held a woman at gunpoint, in Fullerton, California, prompt-
ing local police to intervene.

November 10, 2025 - An off-duty ICE agent pulled a teenage boy out of his car at gunpoint in
Riverside, California.

November 13, 2025 - An ICE agent shot at a car driven by Justin Nelson during a police
chase in Washington, DC.

November 13, 2025 - Immigration agents forced their way into an apartment and held a
mother and her four children at gunpoint in Queens, New York.

November 17, 2025 - Border patrol agents smashed a car window and pointed an assault rifle
at a woman in Charlotte, North Carolina.

November 20, 2025 - ICE agents held a teenage girl, Kerly Sosa-Rivero, at gunpoint during an
early morning raid on her Detroit home.

December 3, 2025 - Immigration agents pointed their guns at roofers in Kenner, Louisiana,
before arresting one of them.

December 6, 2025 - More than a dozen ICE agents forced their way into a home and held the
residents at gunpoint in Burnsville, Minnesota.

December 6, 2025 - Immigration agents pointed their weapons at a crowd of students and
staff on the campus of Augsburg University in Minneapolis.
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December 11, 2025 — A border control shot and killed a Mexican national who was fleeing
capture near the US-Mexico border in Rio Grande City, Texas.

December 21, 2025 - An ICE agent fired shots at an SUV driven by Juan Rodriguez-Romero,
a Cuban national, during a traffic stop in St Paul, Minnesota.

December 24, 2025 - ICE agents shot and wounded Tiago Sousa-Martins, a Portuguese
national, during a traffic stop in Glen Burnie, Maryland.

December 31, 2025 - An off-duty ICE agent shot and killed Keith Porter, who witnesses say
was firing his rifle into the air to celebrate New Year’s in Los Angeles.

January 7, 2026 - ICE agent Jonathan Ross shot and killed Renee Good, an American citizen,
at point-blank range in Minneapolis.

January 8, 2026 - Immigration agents shot and wounded two Venezuelan nationals, Luis
Nico-Moncada and Yorlenys Zambrano-Contrerasa, at a traffic stop in Portland, Oregon.

January 10, 2026 — Immigration agents pointed guns at a DoorDash driver parked outside a
restaurant in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota.

January 10, 2026 — Immigration agents pulled a US citizen out of a car decorated with a Mexi-
can flag and held him at gunpoint in Brooklyn Park, Minnesota.

January 11, 2026 — Immigration agents rammed the door of a home in Minneapolis and
pushed their way inside at gunpoint without a warrant.

January 14, 2026 - An immigration agent shot and wounded Julio Sosa-Celis, a Venezuelan
national who was fleeing capture at a traffic stop in Minneapolis.

January 18, 2026 — ICE agents detained an American citizen in his home in St. Paul, Minne-
sota at gunpoint and marched him around outside half-dressed in below-zero wind chill.

January 21, 2026 - A border patrol agent fired his gun at Eduardo Moran-Carballo, an
El Salvadorian national, who was fleeing capture at a traffic stop in Willowbrook, California.

January 24, 2026 — Two border patrol agents, Jesus Ochoa and Raymundo Gutierrez, shot
and killed Alex Pretti, an American citizen, outside a donut shop in Minneapolis.

January 26, 2026 — Immigration agents held an American citizen at gunpoint outside an apart-
ment building in Richfield, Minnesota.

January 27, 2026 — Border patrol agents shot and wounded Patrick Schlegel, who was fleeing
capture at a traffic stop near Arivaca, Arizona.

January 31, 2026 — Immigration agents tried to force an American citizen out of her car at
gunpoint in St. Peter, Minnesota, forcing local police to intervene.

February 3, 2026 — Immigration agents approached a car with guns drawn in Minneapolis,
saying the car had been following them.



The Mudsill Class

In a recent Substack article, historian Heather Cox Richardson clearly explains, as she so
often does, the main reason behind recent Republican behavior.

Here’s what she says:

On March 4th, 1858, South Carolina senator James Henry Hammond rose to his feet
and explained to the Senate how society works. “In all social systems,” he said, “there
must be a class to do the menial duties, to perform the drudgery of life.” He said that
people in this class needed few brains and little skill; they just had to be strong, docile,
and loyal to their betters. He called this the “mudsill” class that supports society in the
same way a mudsill supports a house that rests atop it. He was quite clear about who
belongs in this class — Black Americans and women. He argued that such people must
be locked securely into their mudsill class. He told his northern colleagues that the
South had perfected such a social system by enslaving Black people, whereas north-
erners had only pretended to abolish slavery, “[Y]our whole class of manual laborers are
essentially slaves,” he said. He pointed out that while southern slaveholders made sure
to keep enslaved people away from political power, northerners had made the terrible
mistake of giving their “slaves” the vote. He warned that it was only a matter of time be-
fore those people took over northern cities.

These days, many Republicans embrace Hammond'’s vision of an American society
built on a permanent underclass. This time, they’re not only targeting Black Americans
and women, but also non-white immigrants as well as US citizens who stand up for
them. The loudest advocate is White House deputy chief of staff, Stephen Miller, who is
remembered as one of the architects of the attempted “Muslim ban” as well as the infa-
mous child-separation policy during Trump’s first term and the one who pledged to over-
see “the largest deportation operation in American history” during Trump’s second term.
Miller recently posted on social media: “Plenty of countries in history have experimented
with importing a foreign labor class. The West is the first and only civilization to import a
foreign labor class that is granted full political rights, including welfare & the right to
vote. In America, for generations now, the policy has been that anyone who would eco-
nomically benefit from moving to the US can do so, exercise the franchise in the US and
their children, the moment they are born, will be full American citizens with all the rights
and benefits therein.” He has called for non-white immigrants to be placed in a “labor
class” to be excluded from citizenship and a voice in our government. The social system
endorsed by Miller and like-minded Republicans is no different than the mudsill system
championed by Senator Hammond in 1858.



How Can We Get Rid of Trump?

Our Constitution provides two ways to remove a president from office:

1. Article ll, Section 4, of the Constitution gives Congress the power to impeach a
president for treason, bribery, or “other high crimes and misdemeanors,” which include
abuse of power, betrayal of public trust, or any act expressly prohibited by our Constitu-
tion or our laws. Members of the House of Representatives can begin the process by
bringing articles of impeachment against the president. If the House adopts the articles
by a simple majority vote, then the president is impeached and the House sends its arti-
cles of impeachment to the Senate. The Senate then holds an impeachment trial with
the Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court presiding. If convicted by a two-thirds vote
of the Senate, the president is removed from office and prohibited from ever holding
elected office again. There is no appeal. If not convicted, he stays in office.

During his first term, Trump was impeached twice — once for threatening to withhold
military aid to Ukraine unless President Zelensky announced an investigation into his
political opponent, Joe Biden, and a second time for inciting the January 6 attack on
the US Capitol. The Senate failed to convict him either time.

2. Section 4 of the 25" Amendment to the Constitution lays out rules for the removal
of a president who is alleged to be no longer capable of performing the duties of his
office but refuses to resign. It allows the vice president along with a majority of cabinet
members to issue a written declaration to Congress that the president is no longer ca-
pable of performing his duties. The vice president immediately becomes acting presi-
dent. The president stays in office but is temporarily stripped of authority. If the presi-
dent subsequently issues a written declaration to Congress asserting that he is in fact
still capable of performing his duties, then a four-day period begins during which the
vice president remains acting president. If, by the end of this period, the vice president
and a maijority of cabinet members fail to contest the president’s assertion, then he
stays in office, but if they do manage to contest the president’s assertion within those
four days, then the vice president continues to serve as acting president while Congress
considers the matter. If then, within the next 21 days, both the Senate and the House,
each by a two-thirds vote, determine that the president is in fact no longer capable of
performing his duties, the vice president becomes acting president. Otherwise, the
president stays in office.

Both methods face extremely high hurdles. As Charlie Brown would say, “Aaugh!”

About This Newsletter

This newsletter is published monthly. It is sent by email to members of the Tuscola County
Democratic Party and is posted on our website, https://www.tuscoladems.com. Party members
are encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter. Please limit your submission to 800 words
or less and email it by the first of the month to Chuck Stockwell at cwstockwell@gmail.com.
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