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Our Goals

Ensure honest and transpar-
ent government.

Restore and protect our envi-
ronment.

Support strong economic
growth and opportunity.

Strengthen voter access and
turnout.

Promote affordable education
and health care for all.

Contact Us
Chair: Deb Parker
Vice Chair: Alex Kirsch
Secretary: Chuck Stockwell
Treasurer: Lisa Bertsch
(989) 262-9883

tuscolademocrats@gmail.com

Tuscola County Democratic Party

P.O. Box 605
Caro, M| 48723

Follow Us

https://www.tuscoladems.com

http://facebook.com/tuscoladems

Notice of Our August Meeting

The regular monthly meeting of the Tuscola County Dem-
ocratic Party will be held on Thursday, August 21st, at

the Brentwood, 178 Park Drive, Caro, MI. Social hour will
begin at 5:30 p.m. and the meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.

We hope you will join us.

Highlights of Our July Meeting

Chair Deb Parker called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
on July 17t at the Brentwood. Twenty-three members and
two guests were in attendance. Deb Parker talked about
our Good Trouble protest in front of the courthouse on
July 17, Alex Krisch gave us a rundown of current
events, including passage of Trump’s Big Beautiful Bill,
the opening of “Alligator Alcatraz,” and the proposed im-
migration detention centers in Michigan. Chuck Stockwell
told us about the work of the Communications Committee.
Sharon Schwab told us about the work of the Events
Committee and asked members to sign up to work in our
booth during the Tuscola County Fair. Mona DeQuis told
us about the SOS Day of Action and other events coming
up in August. Bob DeCoe talked about the potential dan-
gers of Line 5. The meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m.

Tuscola Dems Welcome Your Donations

To donate, simply aim the camera
on your smart phone at the QR im-
age shown here, and it will take you
directly to ActBlue, where you can
donate whatever amount you wish.

Thank you!




Good Trouble Protest

On July 17t the Tuscola County Democratic Party hosted a peaceful protest on the sidewalk
in front of the Tuscola County Courthouse in Caro as part of a nationwide day of action in
honor of the late Congressman John Lewis, who led the Selma to Montgomery marches in
1965 and was beaten up by Alabama state troopers on the Edmund Pettus Bridge. Lewis fa-
mously said, “Speak up, speak out, get in the way. Get in good trouble, necessary trouble, and
help redeem the soul of America.”

“If there's ever been a time to make good trouble, it's now,” said Sharon Schwab, spokesper-
son for the protest. “We’re gathered here today to demand an end to Trump’s attacks on our
freedom to vote and protest — and to stand up against ICE’s efforts to terrorize our friends and
neighbors.”

Tuscola County Fair

Again, this year Tuscola Democrats were at the
Tuscola County Fair, which ran from Monday, July

Tuscola C 21st, to Saturday, July 26™.

“pemocrati

Here are Sharon Schwab and Mona DeQuis working
in our booth at the fair. They’re telling folks about the
great things Democrats are doing these days and
handing out free bags of our famous Democratic
popcorn.




David Sierocki Memorial Scholarships

Tuscola Democrats recently
awarded two David Sierocki Me-
morial Scholarships of $500.00
each to local students. The first
went to Audrina Hartwick (on the
left). The second went to Chase
Wilkinson (on the right beside
Sherene McCloy, the head of our
scholarship program).

Congratulations to these two
outstanding young people!

Millington Summer Festival Parade

Tuscola Democrats proudly marched in the Milling-
ton Old-Fashioned Summer Festival parade on Au-
gust 8" alongside our float.

“We had a great time,” said Sharon Schwab, who
organized of the event.“ The people were friendly,
and we’ll be back here next year.”

Tuscola Democrats will be joining the annual Ex-
change Club Forest Trailwalk, scheduled for Satur-
day, August 23, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event will
take place in the Exchange Club Forest, located on
the corner of M-24 and Gun Club Road. It's free to
attend and open to the whole family. This is the only
fundraiser held by the Exchange Club all year. They
will be accepting donations to help offset the cost of
maintaining this beautiful local park and fund their
youth scholarships and Child Abuse Prevention
project.

We hope to see you there!
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S.0.S Day of Action

Tuscola Democrats have been invited to attend

Serve Our Society, a day of action set for Thursday,

August 28™", at the Eastern Michigan Fairgrounds in
@ Imlay City. The event is hosted by the Lapeer

County Democrats. There will be live music, food

trucks, seminars, and speakers, including several

Y224/ He i [=§J0 e |3 p'M Democrats running for statewide office — Chris

A Day of Action, Solidarity & Democracy Swanson, Abdul Al-Sayed, and Mallory McMorrow.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 28TH We’re thinking about forming a carpool and riding
Eastern Michigan Fairgrounds down to Imlay City as a group. More details will be
forthcoming at our meeting on August 215t

Line 5
by Lynn Adams

Enbridge Energy’s Line 5 pipeline was built in 1953. It begins in Superior, Wisconsin, extends
for 645 miles across the state of Michigan, and ends in Sarnia, Ontario. The pipeline is a single
30-inch diameter pipe buried about five feet below ground, except for the section that runs
across the Straits of Mackinac as two separate pipelines, each 20 inches in diameter, lying on
the bottom of the lake. This pipeline transports more than 22 million gallons of crude oil and
natural gas liquids every day.

Line 5 runs through Tuscola County. It enters the county at Reese, goes through Vassar, and
exits just south of Mayville, as shown on the map below.
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Line 5 is now more than twenty years beyond its intended lifespan, and because of its age, has
ruptured several times. Over the years, more than a million gallons of crude oil and natural gas
liquids have been spilled, mostly in the Upper Peninsula, with over 2800 gallons spilled in
Michigan’s Thumb. Line 5 is fifteen years older than Enbridge's Line 6B, which spilled over a
million gallons into the Kalamazoo River in 2010. It took Enbridge seventeen hours to shut
down that line and four years to clean up the mess at a cost of $1.3 billion. If Line 5 ruptures
again, it would take Enbridge at least thirteen minutes to shut it down. In that amount of time,
Line 5 could spill more than 285,000 gallons into the Straits of Mackinac, fouling more than
700 miles of Great Lakes shoreline.

In 2018, a 12,000-pound anchor hit Line 5 under the Straits, causing three large gouges, but,
thankfully, there were no ruptures. About the same time, Enbridge came up with the idea of
digging a tunnel under the Straits to house the pipeline, but such a project would cause numer-
ous problems, including the destruction of wildlife habitat and wetlands. Furthermore, vibra-
tions from tunnel boring machines could shift the area's geology, and hauling 200 truckloads of
dirt every day for six years would seriously degrade roads in the area and cause six years of
noise pollution. In 2023, the Michigan Public Service Commission granted Enbridge a permit to
build the tunnel without hearing all the evidence against it, which is a violation the state's Envi-
ronmental Protection Act. Construction of the tunnel under the Straits has not yet begun due to
litigation.

Back in November 2020, Governor Whitmer and DNR director Dan Eichinger told Enbridge
that the agreement to operate Line 5 in the State of Michigan was being terminated due to vio-
lations of the agreement. In 2021, Governor Whitmer ordered Line 5 to be shut down, but
Enbridge has continued to operate the line, claiming that Michigan has no jurisdiction in the
matter. The question of whether Michigan has jurisdiction is scheduled to be decided by the
US Supreme Court in its next term, which starts in October.

In January 2025, the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA) concluded
that Enbridge might be better off shutting down Line 5 because the market for fossil fuels is de-
clining and the company is facing enormous construction costs and litigation battles related to
troubled segments of the pipeline.

Information for this article came from various online sources, including For Love of Water
(FLOW), Oil and Water Don't Mix (OWDM), and Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
(EGLE). You may submit comments to EGLE's public notice webpage until August 29.

About the Newsletter

This newsletter is published monthly. It is sent by email to members of the Tuscola County
Democratic Party and is posted on our website, hitps://www.tuscoladems.com. All members
are encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter. Please limit your submissions to 800
words or less and email them by the first of the month to Chuck Stockwell at
cwstockwell@gmail.com.



Make Tuscola County
. better place to live .
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